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DOPULAR ART during the 19th century

favored a sentimental use of nursing

archetypes such as the “angel” or “mother.”
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IDEAS ABOUT WOMEN, health care, ‘ -« A &R .. B ¥ " : As the 20th century progressed, advertising

and healing in western cultures have images of nurses frequently featured

religious and cultural origins reaching back increasingly saucy, sexualized representations

to ancient times. Nursing as a profession of women. Since the 1980s, nurses have

began about 150 years ago led by social become far more aware of their public image

reformers, like Florence Nightingale, in and they are keen to update the archetypes

the United Kingdom and United States. that have dominated in the past.
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“ADD A BLACK EYE TO
WHATEVER HE'S ALREADY GOT! ] Rural visiting nurse Elizabeth

McPhee, Scotland, 1926

Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign,

G. Saccomani, Anti-Tuberculosis
Consortium of the Province

of Udine, Italy, ca. 1935
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The Real Angel of Mons, ca. 1915
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art form influenced by popular ideas and
fashions in visual style. Nurses and nursing

have been frequent subjects for over one
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hundred years. In fact, no other art form 2
has illustrated the nursing profession so

profusely and in such variety.

These images of nurses and nursing are

informed by cultural values; ideas about Dedicated to Service, Howard

. Cox, Port Angeles General
women, men, and work; and by attitudes PRl Bl

toward class, race, and national differences.
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Pictures of Nursing investigates the ? ; | ¥ P s . ¥ SRR A G, ivsa Nurses from the George A Brewster SOC|ALREFORMERS in the mid to

hold th 5 i I; = 3 . ebak Nurse Training School pose for a group
old these images exert on the public W2 - S N . o portrait, Jacksonville, FL, ca. 1908 atter Half ol the 19th canfury belicvad
g ; % i ‘ S R The legacy of slavery in the United : : e
1mag1nat1on—then and now. .l o £ 7 , ’ : B e erican that White, middle-class respectability
\ nurses from their White counterparts; should form the basis of the “ideal” nurse.
nurses trained in separate schools and
worked in segregated hospitals. The In countries where missionary women
George A. Brewster Hospital opened in

1901 to treat African American victims of worked as teachers and nurses, these

THE ZWERDLING COLLECTION " .. (g nerocts e | Bttt hierarchies of class and race became

ten thousand people homeless.

The History of Medicine Division Zwerdling entrenched. For people from the area,

Postcard Collection is a unique archive of Reproduction of Army Nurse - : : : segregation and second-class status
e Corps recruitment poster for 5 : i St. Lucy’s mission hospital in : ;
2,588 postcards featuring images of nurses WWII, Henry McAlear, Dover ' B Kaffraria, South Africa, ca. 1910 were consequences of this ordering
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and the nursing profession from around the p“%’l'cdatm"s Inc., His First Case, ca. 1910 ﬁif S —— ; N Produced by Society for the Propagation of the of human worth and value.
United States, 2001 s 2 ; e . Gospel in Foreign Parts, United Kingdom

world produced between 1893 and 201. American illustrator Grace \ | |
Wiederseim is best remembered 3:

for creating the Campbell Kids
advertising campaign during |
the early 1900s. This cartoon, of
“a boy doctor attending to a sick
doll while a girl nurse looks on, is -
typical of Wiederseim's style

The Great White Army, ltaly, ca. 1915
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