The Four Humors:

— EXHIBITION
PROGRAM

NAME: DATE:

from Hippocrates to Shakespeare

“And there’s the humor of it!”
Shakespeare and the Four Humors

CLASS PERIOD:

Choler

Using both the illustration and its accompanying text:

1. Mark the physical characteristics of the choleric person by highlighting them

2. Mark the emotional and moral characteristics of the choleric person by underlining them.

N EX'T Choller ftandes , refembling moft the fire
Of fwarthic yeallow ,and a meager face;;
With Sworda late , vatheathed in his Ire:
Neere whome ,there lics , within alitcle Smc >

A fterne ei'de Lion, and by hima(hesld

Charg'd with 2 flame , vpona crimfon feild .

Wepaint him young , to fhew that paffions raigne ,
The moft in heedles, and vaftaied youch :
That Lioa {howes , he feldome can refraine ,
From crucll deede , devoideof gentleruch:
Or hath pechaps , this beaft to him affign'd,
As bearing moft , the braue and bounceous mind .
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[Modern English Translation of the text
below the illustration]

Next Choler stands, resembling fire the
most, and having a face that is dark
yellow and thin. He has a sword that he
has taken out of its sheath in his anger,
and close to him is a stern-eyed lion.
He also has a shield with a flame on a
crimson background.

He is painted young to show that his
passions control him and that he is a
thoughtless and undisciplined young
man. The lion indicates that he can
seldom keep from performing cruel
deeds and is without pity. However, the
lion also indicates that he has a brave
and wide-ranging mind.

Henry Peacham, Minerva Britanna, 1612
Courtesy Folger Shakespeare Library
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