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Frankenstein Novel Excerpts with Electricity References

Directions: First, read the excerpt from each chapter and circle unfamiliar words. Look up these words then reread the excerpts. 
During the second read, underline any words or phrases that relate to electricity. Lastly, summarize the main idea of each excerpt 
in your own words.

Chapter 2, Paragraphs 9-10:

“…When I was about fifteen years old we had retired to our house near Belrive, when we witnessed a most violent 
and terrible thunderstorm. It advanced from behind the mountains of Jura, and the thunder burst at once with frightful 
loudness from various quarters of the heavens. I remained, while the storm lasted, watching its progress with curiosity 
and delight. As I stood at the door, on a sudden I beheld a stream of fire issue from an old and beautiful oak which stood 
about twenty yards from our house; and so soon as the dazzling light vanished, the oak had disappeared, and nothing 
remained but a blasted stump. When we visited it the next morning, we found the tree shattered in a singular manner. 
It was not splintered by the shock, but entirely reduced to thin ribbons of wood. I never beheld anything so utterly 
destroyed. 

Before this I was not unacquainted with the more obvious laws of electricity. On this occasion a man of great research in 
natural philosophy was with us, and excited by this catastrophe, he entered on the explanation of a theory which he had 
formed on the subject of electricity and galvanism, which was at once new and astonishing to me...” 

Main idea summary for Chapter 2 excerpt:
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Chapter 5, Paragraph 1:

“It was on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of my toils. With an anxiety that almost 
amounted to agony, I collected the instruments of life around me, that I might infuse a spark of being into the lifeless 
thing that lay at my feet. It was already one in the morning; the rain pattered dismally against the panes, and my candle 
was nearly burnt out, when, by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the creature open; 
it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs.”

Main idea summary for Chapter 5 excerpt:
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